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Prof. A. Mlacdonald, and Our Days of 1928-1932
©Amulyadhan Deb, 1932 Mechanical Engineering

If you travel by rail for 100/200 miles and whatever rail
tracks, bridges, roads and engineering constructions you see, you
should know that most of those were built with the supervisions

of engineers of Shibpur and Roorkee.”

'This is what Prof. Macdonald told me when I was selected for my
apprenticeship with the Indian Railway.

sekscdololok

Prof. A. Macdonald was the first non-engineer Principal of our college
in our early thirties. He taught us mathematics, with Prof. .M. Bose
(Bar-at-Law),who used to give us home task at the flat rate of 50 correct
repetitions for each incorrect solution or answer. Prof. Macdonald’s
predecessors in office were all Civil Engineers, and their sectarian
outlook was not imperceptible. I recollect our Prof. Macdonald’s effort
for the recognition of BE College by the Chartered Institution of UK.
He carried the design plates of fourth year student Phani Chakrabarty,
while he went on furlough.

It was Prof. Macdonald who introduced B.E. degree in Mechanical
engineering for the students of 1932, and then for Electrical stream
in the year 1934. Before that, the syllabi of Civil and Mechanical
engineering diploma were the same for the first two years, that was
known as Intermediate Engineering (I.E.) examination. 3 students from
our batch passed I.E. in 1930, along with Civil engineering students.
Immediately after, he announced the introduction of Mechanical
engineering and offered us the option of joining the degree course. Many
of us agreed, and he then taught us Rigid Dynamics, accommodating
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students of Civil stream also. Instead of physics, we had metrology.
Chemistry remained same as for Associateship examination. So, the
introduction of a new Degree was smooth, and without any extra cost
burden. At the end of third year, we had University examination for
non-professional subjects (B.E. — non-prof). In our fourth year, our
degree classes were same as Associateship classes. So, no major hurdle
to cross.

Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee Memorial Medal and Prize was introduced
for the students who stands first in order of merit. I received it in 1931
for Mechanical and Electrical engineering stream, and Jamini Kumar
Banerjee received for Civil engineering stream. There were many other
medals and prizes.

It was my proud moment when I received a post card at home
written by none other than my Principal Prof. Macdonald that I ranked

first in order of merit in my third year final examination. Amonst many
other medals and certificates, this one is a prized archive for me.

Tate Memorial Medal was introduced in memory Mr. W. Tate, our
Professor of Chemistry, for the student who secures the highest marks
in science subject in the 3™ year annual examination, and I received
the medal in my third year, i.e. in 1931 for Mechanical and Electrical
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engineering stream, and Ranajit Chanda received for Civil engineering
stream. Ranajit received University Gold Medal also for securing top
position in B.E. examination, 1932.

Days passed off smoothly, except for me, because my permission
to take up degree course was not coming from DPI (Assam) before
our non-prof examination. However, Prof. Macdonald allowed me
to continue with my final year degree classes. As a result, I had to
appear both in non-prof, as well as Associateship examinations, for
a duration of 26 days. I recollect Prof. Macdonald’s anxiety about my
health and strain, and took personal care for me for those 26 days.
Finally, I could receive the permission, passed out in the first batch
of Mechanical engineering degree in 1932, along with Sunil Das and
Gunen Chatterjee. Prof. ]. Riftkin was our teacher for Mechanical
engineering. One point to mention that Benaras, Patna, Mysore and
Poona had already introduced their degree courses for Mechanical
stream much before ours.

'The introduction of new degree course produced an impact in our
campus life, and re-thinking about social relations began to crystalise.
Earlier only Civil stream was offered the Degree course, and college
had only one club for engineering students, operating from old hospital
building, with its own library, and offering social service like evening
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classes for artisan boys. In 1930, it moved to the building adjacent to
slater hall.

Central wing of Downing hostel had Mechanical students’ club.
Every Thursday students used to sing Kirton. Haribhakti Pradayini
Sabha used to publish the Kirton brochures. Mr. B.C. Mitra was our
hostel superintendent. And Civil students were staying in the western
wing of library.

Interestingly, with the increase of Muslim students, soon the entire
eastern block of Downing hostel was allotted for all Muslim students,
with Janab K.A. Kamran as their superintendent. They had their own
dining hall at the ground floor, but their kitchen was at the nearby
servant’s quarter.

Earlier only students of Civil Engineering were getting the Degrees,
& they had their own Society. It had library of story books. The students
extended social services like night classes for artisan boys, & a debating
society. The Society had a permanent place at Slater House. Now with
the introduction of degree course, a feeling developed amongst many
students’ minds that Civil and Mechanical students were on equal
footings. Few students were suffering from superiority complex, and
it was not that all the students accepted the doctrine spontaneously.
'The protagonists of equality in rank were prominent enough in
formation of different clubs. Downing hostel formed Downing House
Club, irrespective of whether he is from Mechanical or Civil stream.
Similarly different clubs were formed: Slater House Club, and Heaton
House Club for the Anglo-Indian students. Finally, another society
was formed for the students of Mechanical Engineering.

Prof. Macdonald called us, saying a draft must be made for unity of
all the students, irrespective of their courses. It was not unreasonable
that our unity should be definitely expressed in our campus life, and
even after our passing out. He was stressing on a true common reunion
involving all the streams.

It was then Prof. A. Macdonald, advised all the students to form
a common society & the BECSI ((B.E. College Student’s Institute)
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was announced on 11th April 1932 at our Assembly Hall (what we
now know as Institute Hall). The membership for students was made
compulsory. It had 4 units at Downing Hall, Slater Hall, Heaton Hall,
& European Barrack. Rules were framed out, all simple rules. College
would bear the subscription cost. BECSI was founded in the premise
of old hospital (now demolished). Though rules were framed, but one
particular clause “maintain the rights of students” was not approved
by the government. It was as expected and not so unusual as the
ruling British government was always alert if any group of youth or
students are forming any association or club, whatever it be. The bomb
explosion in 1906 by the revolutionary Ullaskar Dutta in the heart of
our BE College campus was also an example. However, it was Prof.
Macdonald who was determined that it was not related to any political
intention. He stood like a rock. Finally, it was approved, in 1941, much
after his tenure in BE College.

Photo shows the BECSI office and the first Executive

Committee with students of Mechanical and Civil stream. Prof.
Macdonald was the President, Sourin Dutta as Vice President,
and myself as the Secretary. Our BECSI started in all earnest to
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end the rancour prevailing amongst different streams. Then the
Engineering Students’ Club (for students of Civil and Mechanical
stream) was formed, Rai Bahadur Chunilal Sarkar was invited in
our inauguration program. We immediately celebrated our Bengali
New Years’Day (1932) which was attended by Prof. Macdonald and
Prof. Miller. We had 3 sub committes: Library, Social, and Social
Gathering. Arrangements were made with St. John ambulance for
first-aid certificate examination.

With the blessings of Prof. Macdonald, and a new responsibility
on me as the Secretary, our next plan was to unify the two different
Reunion functions into a common one. During that time, Rai
Bahadur Girish Chandra Das, was very popular among the old Civil
engineering boys. He attended the 1932 reunion, and then when we
approached him for an combined reunion, he said “No”, and narrated
his strained relation with the diploma students of his time. He could
not forget that a bucket full of night soil was spread over his bed ((at
his time, the activated sludge plant was not installed), and he would
never forgive those even at that age. It was contended that many were
serving in Calcutta Corporation under the Chief Engineer Suresh
Sanyal, a diploma holder in Overseer examination from our college.
Rai Bahadur said it was so in office, but within the college precincts,
they could not sit in the same bench with Diploma holders. Important
to mention that Diploma holders were also invited in our reunions).
The attitude reached such a fanaticism the even after the introduction
of unified reunion, some old boys of Civil stream, boycotted the event,
and they had their own steamer party reunion. When Prof. Wolfenden
of Mechanical engineering department became the Principal, he also
patronised the idea of unified reunion.

BECA Magazine:

Record says, a multilingual but mostly in Bengali journal Shibpur
College Patrika started in 1903, and government granted Rs.100/- for
that, but it was not regular. Long after that, in 1928 during our first
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year, the students of Civil engineering published a magazine Engineers’
Annual. In 1931, on the occasion of reunion, students of Mechanical
stream published our first B.E. College Annual (BECA), combining
both Civil Engineers’ Annual, and Engineers’ Annual. My friend
Kabiruddin Ahmed was the first editor. However, again we landed in
dispute. Civil students objected to the name and boycotted the 1931
reunion. However, the BECA remained, and whatever BECA we see
today, had its historical beginning in 1931, let’s not go into dispute
who made it: Civil, or Mechanical? BECSI and BECA continued in
full swing. Then college crest was designed through a competition.

Honestly, as the Secretary of BECSI, and having good ranks in
merit list, I had the opportunity of several face-to-face interactions
with Prof. Macdonald. The man was soft and kind but also a towering
personality and strict disciplinarian. His life influenced me to the
extent I can not describe in words.

e S P

5,’ V,‘ iz e
1 = Fjt FHlrrmmer =1 i .
i (!
i > . Y
W | T it : . A=
# “. 4
g 4 FATA THmA| & HYlT LR e
(| )
¥ o
1 |
[ o .
[ |
.} o
b A
"
{
i A
i '*i
Mo b
! 14 Yu% 79
(| ! .
¥ .‘ fane
{ )
i i /
i : /. B (e
i f=, 1 — \ 3 v é
[ cam= Bfplfanfa: = ;: L
g s ¢ ( ez 13
T 5 AR 5

Clock Tower:
In earlier days, most of the students did not have any personal watch,
but our authority was very strict that students must attend classes in
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time. They were dependent on our barrack employees who used to call
us in early morning. Then Sir Rajendranath Mookherjee, our senior
alumnus presented the large Turret clock that was mounted at such a
height that we could see the time from our hostel. To add, it had the
bell also. This turret clock was installed much before our time, and we
enjoyed its benefits.

Institute Hall:

'The Institute Hall, as it it known now-a-days had two main purposes.
'The primary reasons were gathering of students for any occasion like
lecture or student’s function or re-union. Additionally, it was often
used by the Europeans for their social parties. The wooden floor was
specially made to make it suitable as their dance floor.

Bakery:

Our commute with Calcutta was not so easy. Howrah bridge was in
planning stage, so ferry was the only option. The European staft and
students had a different food habit. So a bakery was founded at the
backside of institute. A bell used to ring intimating people that the
foods were ready. The bell was mounted at the top of its chimney with
a small chandelier so as to save it from rain, and a light with it. Many
people later thought it was a lighthouse. Our bakery was very popular
with the Europeans, and we also often used to go for a different taste

of foods.

CESC Tunnel:

CESC Tunnel was an interesting site for us. We used to form large
group and reach the Hooghly riverside at Botanical Garden. We could
see labours, mostly from the state of Bihar used to dive deep and then
come back after 2/3 minutes. The labours were digging a well on the
Hooghly riverside of Botanical Garden. We were told that would
be the first underwater tunnel in Asia, to be used for electric power
transmission line from Kolkata to Howrah.
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We, the B.E. College boys always enjoyed enviable status among the
assembly of students during UTC (now a days known as NCC), and
in Beighton Cup hockey tournament. College was declared unofficial
holiday, and we marched in full uniform under the command of Major
B.C. Gupta and Lt. Amaresh Chakrabarty, from the college ferryghat
at Botanical Garden. Interestingly, our barrack employees carried Luchi
and Egg Curry for us. We crossed the river Hooghly to Taktaghat, and
again then marched for the Maidan. Our arrival was impressive and
earned prestige from others. Our platoons were grouped with students
of Presidency and Medical College. Our turnout was truly dignified
inside the camp, as well as on parade ground.

I remember, in 1932 Beighton Cup we reached fourth round and
lost to a Delhi team. Tennis was very popular with the European staff
and their family. During our time, college made 10 new tennis courts
by the side of Downing hostel. My batchmate Sudhir Kanjilal (Civil)
created University record in long distance run.

'Those were our hey-days of B.E. College.

“* 'This article was first published in BECA edition, 1977.

** Source of article: Asim Deb, 1977 Electronics & Tele-communication
Engineering.

* A few historical facts are added by Asim Deb, that he could know during
several personal interactions with the author.

26



Remembering Our Shihsa Gurus — the Glowing ’50s
©Amitabha Ghoshal, 1957 Civil Engineering

We, the 1953 entrants to B E College, have often been reminiscing
of our eventful college days and the discussions would end with the
thought on how lucky we had been to have our engineering education
by paying X160 per year — the youngsters please don’t laugh derisively-
that was the princely amount we paid- and with large number of
scholarships many did not have to pay any!!

Some of us recall all the time that we owe a large debt to the society
that funded our studies and try to repay by putting back to the society in
our individual ways, despite our social commitments and advanced age.

Seldom had we collectively deliberated in our ADDA, what and
how much, we owe to our teachers who had braved muted catcalls,
cowardly taunts from students hiding behind the safe protection of
hostel Windows, —and much more at times. The life of a teacher, and
his family members, in a residential campus was much difterent from
the respected "Mastermoshai’ in the then society. Being born in an
educationist family I had always learnt that while a teacher was never
wealthy, he earned a special adoration in those days even from the
illiterate vegetable vendor, who would hide his best produce for the
Mastermoshai who would come with a lean purse.

In the sprawling campus of B E College, with seven permanent
hostel buildings and the sprawling Barracks (legacy from the second
world war time, few temporary sheds built for defence emergency,
and then used by fresh entry students those days, — 12 in each shed
having corrugated sheet roof), teachers would have accommodation in
the single story shed structures at one end of the campus, except for
the senior professors who were accommodated in grandiose colonial
buildings on river front.
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Of course, there were the brave ones who were in charge of a hostel
and used to get accommodation in a two-story building with separate
entrance, a reward for the additional challenging duty of managing
and administering a hostel with more than hundred students. With
about thousand students romping around the campus, our teachers
and their family members managed to time their movements to keep
clear of us as far as possible- a situation we hardly realised, or were
bothered about, in our student days.

When Sahityika came forward with the request for an article on
teachers of our times, as a tribute to the teaching community, I did
realise that with the limited facilities in their command, how much
they had achieved in converting the students, raw and fresh from I Sc
course, with no knowledge of the ways of the engineering profession,
into seasoned professionals who had during their professional life
been lauded often for deep insight and profound knowledge !! The
professors, junior tutors and the technical staff, who made up the
“teachers® succeeded in tempering the ‘steel’ that lay hidden in every
student. I offer my silent ‘Gurudakshina’ to all our SIKHSAGURUS
on behalf of my batch mates, who are always defined as the 1953

Entrants.
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Recalling the student life of our college and the teachers, the first
image that jumps out is that of the Interview Board, a much-dreaded
entity embossed in mind of the seniors we had contacted before
admission, through distant relatives or friends. Reaching out to a BEC
graduate in person was a big deal those days- with only about 150
pass out in a year and spread out across the country widely — they were
in high demand and a rarity! The interview came immediately after
clearing the tension filled and embarrassing medical test hurdle under
Dr. Sahana!

The Board was headed by a grave looking and awe-inspiring
Principal Prof. S. R Sengupta, with an unlit pipe in his lips, flanked
by Professors A.C. Roy with his piercing glowing eyes and a stern
looking Prof. G.P. Chatterjee with an aloof look. There were others,
with more benign look, who became friendly later during college stay,
but the impression was created by the Central group, who claimed
riveted attention.

One favourite question, I had been tutored, was "Why have you
chosen Civil Engineering (in my case)”. I had on my way to college,
riding on Bus 55, just heard from some eagerly vocal candidate students
that it is Civil Engineers who built the Howrah Bridge. I promptly
responded that I want to design a bridge like Howrah Bridge, and
the formidable trio gave the hint of a squeezed smile and my spirits
restored! Next suggestion was an embarrassing advice that with my
5" 2" height and fair complexion I should agree to play female roles
in college drama- those were all male student days! I giggled out of
the quip, but that moment knew that a soft heart for students lie in
that exterior rough look, and many times we had found that reflected
during our stay in college.

Admission formalities over, and after the fresh hurdle of Freshers
Welcome, preceded by a mild (by recent standards) bout of ragging by
a team led by a heavy built senior, Aluwalhia, posing as the Inspector
General for student discipline, we settled down to our studies.

'The first two years in the college, our classes were common for all
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the departments, and we were more involved in subjects away from our
chosen course. Awareness grew that these were preliminaries, but the
going was strewn with mine-fields, as failure in any subject was equally
critical, leading to supplementary examination or losing a year in class
with “repeat”, and in the extreme case the dreaded “CNR”- Can Not
Repeat, means being thrown out of campus. A failure in Sociology &
Legal Matters was as serious as a failure in Applied Mechanics, the
base knowledge for Civil Engineering. We had to treat all subjects
and their teachers with the same respect, and that made us a coherent
and reasonably balanced human being. Unfortunately, this knowledge
was lacking in our student days, and we were often tempted to skip
‘unimportant’ subjects- and that, I now realise, led to huge dropouts
and failures!

The teachers of the first two years whom I vividly recall, are headed
by Prof Asok Sanyal, the most dreaded teacher of Drawing for two
years,and famous for breaking costly Staedtler pencils on drawing sheet
for observation of mistakes or negligence and doing that with his large
and rotund presence supported on the board, that would creak with his
weight! I realise, he really had driven into us the statement on the first
drawing sheet “DRAWING IS THE ENGINEERS LANGUAGE”.
When we encounter recent pass outs, we realise our gain.

Then there was our Survey teacher Prof. Bhattacharyya (nick
named universally for generations as Bhotu) who will be showing us
the Azimuth circle with his large torch, in winter nights during Survey
camp. He had very little personal contacts with students and perhaps
other colleagues of his as well. Students were scared of making false
entries in survey readings as they were sure it would not escape his
trained eyes!

Others who come to mind are Prof. Phanindra Nath Mukherjee
who used to teach us Engineering Law and Sociology (was also
Superintendent of Slater Hall) and made his teachings easy enough
for unwilling students to pass out based on class lectures. There were

very learned teachers like Prof. Mukherjee of Geology and Prof. Dhar
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of Economics, all doyens in their own field but hardly appreciated by
engineering students, who knew these subjects are not going to earn
their living! But they slogged sportingly and used to take their classes
seriously, hoping that they will be able to upgrade our knowledge.

'The first two years we had the benefit of being taught by seasoned
teachers like Professors P.N. Chatterjee and Bimalendu Sen (both
Applied Mechanics), Sankar Sen (Electrical),N.C.Neogy (Engineering
Chemistry), Chiranjeeb Sarkar (Chiranjeebda even in College and still
a loving senior, alive and alert), Kamada Babu (Physics) who all had
continued in college for long periods after we left and about whom
many other contributors will surely deliberate on.

A special mention about Kamada Babu, who left this world few
years back at the age of 100++, — whenever we had our batch get
together on completion of fifty years / sixty years, and even beyond,
he would join us for for lunch along with other invited living teachers,
and invariably cheer us and our spouses up by a strong call of ”B E
Colleger naame HOOO !V

We initiated the practice of inviting old teachers to our batch get
togethers as an opportunity for showing our respect and gratitude,
and we are happy to find that this practice has since caught up. The
bond with our teachers spilled into our professional life too, with
some of them giving consultancy for solving difficult problems — like
Amitabha Ghosh Dastidar gave us innovative solution in Geotechnical
Engineering with Sand Wick, a new invention for building multi-
storied buildings on the soft soil at Salt Lake in early days (1968).

Before I conclude, let me mention the few teachers, whom most
of our juniors never met, as they left the college to undertake bigger
responsibilities! Professor S.R Sengupta, the then Principal (now
remembered by Sengupta Hall, dedicated in respect), had to take over
the responsibility of making II'T Kharagpur what it is today, from the
Founder Director Dr Gyan Ghosh, FRS. An astute administrator, he
quickly made IIT K the premier technical institution of the country
and role model of the future IIT s. What was B E College’s loss was
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becoming the gain of II'T K. Prof. G.P. Chatterjee, went over to take
charge of the National Metallurgical Laboratory at Jamshedpur, that
made India an important member of the International Metallurgy
domain.

After we reached our 3rd year and started belonging to ‘the
department’, we were exposed to a galaxy of foreign educated, highly
experienced professional teachers like Prof. S.K Mukherjee (known as
Lords), Asim Mukherjee, Kalyan Banerjee and BEC alumni Khaunish
Roy.

I must talk in detail about the HOD of Civil Engineering, Prof
Khaunish Roy, who had joined BE College, with lien from PWD, and
made all of us proud to become a Ciivil Engineer. He had been part of
the PWD team that designed and built the famous Coronation Bridge
in North Bengal, a standing example of high-quality engineering
construction, even after seventy years of use. Prof Roy (Khaunisda
is what we called him after graduation, as he was an Alumni) was a
very unassuming person, given to Paan chewing habit (and therefore
despised by his anglicised colleagues), but an excellent innovative
engineer. He gave us as final year project, the design and detailing of a
large span Balanced Cantilever concrete bridge and saw to it that we
really do the design seriously and make the detail drawings, including
that of the concrete articulation joint, which I am sure many post-
graduates would not be able to handle easily. He was friendly with
every student, going to their drawing board even at night (those were
Raat Phuto Kara days!) and saw to it that they really understand what
they are doing.

Let me conclude with a personal anecdote- We had the centenary
celebration during our fourth (and final year) in December- January
1956-57 and as a student member of the high-profile B.E. College
Centenary Committee, got immersed in the preparatory meetings and
then implementation of the colourful week-long celebrations- first
time that our Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru came to college with

Dr. B.C. Roy, CD Deshmukh and many others. In the meetings the
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main task of student members were to consume the pastries and cakes
that used to be served, and largely untouched by the Chief Engineers
and Managing Directors, but during actual execution an untimely rain
and consequent flooding made our task a difficult one and we had to
spend long hours till midnight to make the exhibition successful!

Exhausted but exhilarated, at the end of the event that saw presence
of Bade Ghulam Ali and Ali Akbar Khan participating in evening
soirees, and all the while encouraged by our teachers to make the
event a success (and that included Prof Roy), the day I returned to
department project room, I met Prof Roy on the way. I was expecting
another pat on the shoulder for the successful event but had a rude
shock!! “Ki Ghoshal mosai, barite Babake bole elen je e bachar ta
collegeai thakben, centenary kore”. My happy dreams were over and
again had to start ‘Raat Phuto Korar’ exercise to make it to the final
exams.

I have never lived out of that SHOCK TREATMENT!!!

One epilogue: — Our professors were role model enough to encourage
many of our batch mates to join the educational line...

Arun Deb and Amitabha Dasgupta in BE College.

Bholanath Ghosh and Amal Sinha in Jadavpur University.

Amiya Basu and Pulin Bhattacharyya at II'T Delhi,

Sankha Bannerji at University of Missouri

And for brief periods Sudhangshu Chakraborty and Amar Bannerjee
at BE College as Lecturer.
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Durgotsav and Navaratri (Autumnal)
©Sarasij Majumder, 1971 Civil Engineering

‘Durgotsav’is observed every year in ‘SHUKLA PAKSHA of Ashwin
(Early Autumn Month) in West Bengal, Tripura, in part of Bangladesh,
and Nepal, and performed by Bengali Hindus. This regional ritual cum
Festival performed in West Bengal is not related to Rama, Ravana,
or Ramayana. ‘Navaratras’ is performed twice, by mainly rest of the
North Indian Hindus—once in Spring—connected to birth of Lord
Sri Rama, and again during same period as Durga Puja, conceived
connected to Rama’s win over Demon King Ravana.

Now let us review the ancient texts for relevance, and connection. We
will look into the historical background also.

Photo: The Temple of King Kangsa Narayan, at Tahirpur, Rajshabi,
Bangladesh. According to legend, Bengali Durga Puja was performed for
the first time here in the Indian subcontinent in the year 1580.
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VALMIKI RAMAYANA:

According to the Valmiki Ramayana, Ravana was killed on the
Amavasya (new moon day) of the month of Phalguna.

Details about this date from the epic as under:

The final battle is said to have occurred on the last day of the
Hindu year, which was Phalguna Amavasya day.

Some calculations suggest this day corresponds to November 15,
7292 BCE, based on astronomical observations described in the
text, such as Mars’s ascension on the Vishakha Nakshatra.

As per Valmiki Ramayana, Rama didnt perform ‘AKAL
BODHONO..

We can conclude that Valmiki wrote it around 400 BCE.
Rama might have ruled around 7,000 years ago. Astronomical
calculations and evidence such as the Ram Setu suggest the events
occurred around 5114 BCE (approximately 7,100 years ago)
'There are hundreds of sites confirmed by archaeological findings
that relate to the events listed in Ramayana, but the events of
the epic have not been conclusively dated to 7,000 years ago by
scientific dating or archaeological evidences.

'This is in contradiction with Vijayadashami, the tenth day of the
bright half of Ashwin, which is the date commonly celebrated

for the defeat of Ravana in modern practice.

RAMCHARITMANAS by TULSIDAS:
No, the story of ‘Akal Bodhon' does not appear in Tulsidas’s

‘Ramcharitmanas’ also.
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'The Ramcharitmanas focuses on Rama’s supreme divinity and
DIVINE POWERS. It does not include the episode of Durga
worship or the need for an elaborate puja to awaken her.

In Tulsidas’s narrative, Rama is considered a direct incarnation
(Avtar) of God (Vishnu), and his victory over Ravana is a natural
outcome of his divine power, rather than needing intervention
and support from another deity.



* According to the Ramcharitmanas, the demon king Ravana was
killed by Lord Rama on the tenth day of the bright fortnight
of the Hindu lunar month of Ashvin. This day is celebrated as
Vijayadashami, as well as Dussehra.

* Commemoration: The annual festival of Dussehra marks this
day and celebrates the victory of good over evil. In northern
India, it is traditionally celebrated with the burning of efhgies of
Ravana, along with his key alliances, brother ‘Kumbhakarna’ and
son ‘Meghnad’.

+ Tulsidas began writing the Ramcharitmanasin 1574 CE (Vikram
Samvat 1631) and completed it in 1577 CE, during the reign of
the Mughal emperor Akbar. It is written in the Awadhi dialect
of Hindi. The composition of the scripture started in Ayodhya
on Ram Navami and significant portions were later written in
Varanasi.

RAMAYANA BY KRITTIBAS OJHA:

'The narrative of Rama performing an untimely worship (akal bodhon)
of Goddess Durga to receive her blessings before defeating Ravana is
originated from this version of the Ramayana, known as the Bengali
Krittivasi Ramayana. This is a 15th-century Bengali version of the epic.
Krittibas is estimated to live from 1381 to 1461, and the Krittivasi
Ramayan was composed in the first half of the 15th century. This places
it composed before the famous ‘Ramcharitmanas’ written by Tulsidas.

REFERENCES OF HINDU RELIGIOUS AND MYTHO-
LOGICAL TEXTS ON ‘AKAL BODHANA':

Actually—there are three aspects: (1) Akal Bodhana. (2) Performing
that in ‘Sharadiya Shukla Paksha’ and (3) Lord Rama performing it
from Krishna Navami (?) to Shukla Navami in the month of Ashwin
to awaken Devi Durga to kill Demon King Ravana. We will examine
all the three in ancient texts—but still some ambiguity remains.
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** Srimahabhagavatapurana: This Pouranic text is the primary source
for the Akalabodhana, or “untimely awakening” of the goddess, which
got traditionally linked to the story of Rama worshipping Durga to
gain victory over Ravana.
** Bruhaddharma Purana: This text describes the story of Rama’s
invocation of the goddess during the autumn (Sharat), instead of the
traditional spring worship. Bruhaddharma Purana, was composed in
the second half of the 13th century. Modern scholars believe it was
written in Bengal, based on its use of some specific Sanskrit words
and proverbs that were observed popular in that region. The text itself
identifies as the last of the 18 Upapuranas (minor Puranas). Academic
dating: The dating is primarily based on the analysis of modern scholar
R. C. Hazra. This narrative is the basis to the ‘Akal Bodhana’ ritual
performed during Durga Puja today.
** Role of Other Puranas in Durga Puja: The Kalika Purana, along with
the Devi Purana established the procedural guidelines (Paddhati) for
Durga worship. It provides the framework for performing the ritual, but
not the mythological justification for the ‘Akal Bodhona’ in autumn.
'The Kalika Purana is a major Shakta Upapurana (a minor Purana)
composed around the 10th or 11th century CE in the Kamarupa
region (modern Assam). It glorifies Goddess Kali and Kamakhya and
provides detailed, tantric rituals for the worship of the goddesses.
Timing of worship: The Puranas refers to the practice of worshipping
Durga but does not mention the Akal Bodhon myth to explain the
autumn timing. The timing of Durga’s worship in autumn (Sharad
Navratri) is described in a few places, but the specific story of Rama
awakening her out of season is not present in these texts.
* Devi Bhagavata Purana: This sacred text, focusing on the goddess
Mahadevi, includes narratives and references relevant to the worship
of the goddess, including the ritual of her awakening.
** Bengali Version of Bhagavata Purana: According to the Bengali
version of Bhagavata Purana, when Ravana awakened Kumbhakarna
and sent him to fight in the Lanka war, Rama was terrified. Brahma

54



assured Rama and told him to worship Durga for success on the
battlefield. Rama told Brahma that this was not the proper time (akala)
to worship the goddess as it was the time, prescribed for her sleep.
Brahma assured Rama that he would perform a puja for the awakening
(bodhana) of the goddess. Rama agreed and appointed Brahma as the
purohita (priest) of the ritual. Brahma performed the puja from the
period of Krishna Navami till the death of the Ravana, during Shukla

Navami.

SOURCE: Written by ‘Vedabyas’ and translated by “Mahamaho-
padhyay Panchanan Tarka Ratna.” This PURANA, originally compiled
by Sage Veda Vyasa, between 800-1,000 CE seems to be the latest,
and best source of Rama performing Akal Bodhon of Devi Durga, to
defeat Ravana.

Bengali Durgotsav:

DurgaPujaisnotanancient SANATANIRITUAL.The Markandeya
Purana on which Durga Puja is based was written in the post-Buddhist
era, during the time of Shankaracharya. The 700 verses selected from
this Markandeya Purana are called DURGASAPTASHATI or
SRI SRI CHANDI. And the other religious texts on which Durga
Puja is referred are ‘Devi Purana’, ‘Devi Bhagavata’, ‘Kalika Purana’,
‘Durga Bhaktitarangini’, ‘Bruhat Nandikeshwar Purana’, and other
texts referred before. None of these religious texts are older than 1600
years. And before the Pathan era in BENGAL, the Goddess Durga
mentioned in various scriptures was “ASTOBHU]JA”. Durga Puja was
not even performed in the near post-Buddhist era, in Bengal, including
the Pala and Sena eras. The history is silent on this.

'The autumn Durga Puja of the ten-armed Goddess Durga as seen
today in Bengal was first introduced during the Pathan era. It was
introduced by one of the ‘BARO BHUNIYANS—Kangsanarayan
Roy (original surname was Sannyal), a very big landlord of Taherpur in
Rajshahi district of Varendrabhumi. He declared, “I want to perform
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the Rajsuya Yajna or Ashwamedha Yajna”.

Brahman Pundits told him that Ashwamedha/Rajsuyo are not
allowed to be performed in Kali Yuga. Instead, He should Worship
the Devi Durga as mentioned in the Markandeya Purana. He then
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performed Devi Durga Puja in Autumn, in 1480, by spending seven
lakh gold coins. The puja became so popular and had profound
impact on Hindu Bengali society. Further, Raja Kangsanarayan Roy
allowed all Hindus under his Zamindari area, of all casts and Varnas,
to participate in that Puja. This happened for the first time. An all-
inclusive celebration!! After that, the puja gained popularity among
Zamindars, and gradually spread - first among the landlords, then
among others. In the end, the matter became a competition to advertise
personal wealth. It is said, first Kangsanarayan and the next year, the
Zamindar of Jessore, Jagadvallabh Roy, spent eight lakh rupees on this
puja.

This zamindari festival gradually spread to other levels of society
about 300 years ago. In Calcutta/Kolkata, ‘BABUs started performing
Durga puja about 270 years ago, and are associated with a dirty,
inhuman culture, related to Indian Roller mistaken as ‘NILKANTHA’
bird, but I will cover that separately, in another BLOG’. In Guptipara
of Nalagarh police station in Hooghly district, a few young men there
(twelve friends, Baro Yar) collected money from local residents, and
performed this puja, by CROWD FUNDING about 225 years ago.

After that, this puja was taken to the general level and was named

“BARO-YARI DURGA PUJA”

DURGA IDOL CONCEPT:

Buddhist Tantric goddess Raj Rajeshwari (also taken from Hindu
Tantric, or Shakti cult) may be the basis of this idol. More than 1,100
years ago, this four-armed goddess (Buddhist Tantric Goddess evolved
and transformed again into a Hindu mythological Goddess) was
transformed into an ‘Ashtavuja’. The name is Dakshayani. Again, later,
this goddess became ASTADASHAVUJA. The name is Goddess
Chandi, who can have 8, 10, or even 18 hands depending on the
specific form and iconography. The DASHAVUJA’ goddess Durga is
a form of Devi Chandi, and that we see today was first worshipped by
Kangsanarayan Roy.
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In West Bengal this year (2025), approximately 45,000 Durga Pujas
were estimated had been performed, with about 3,000 in Kolkata and
the remaining 42,000 in the other districts of the state.

MITHILA CONNECTION:

The location of Mithila is disputed among Janakpur in present-
day Nepal, Baliraajgadh in present-day Madhubani district, Bihar,
India, Sitamarhi in present-day Bihar, India, and Mukhiyapatti of
Mukhiyapatti Musharniya rural municipality of Dhanusha in present-
day Nepal. In Mithila, DURGA MAIJI’ was worshipped in Autumn

Navaratri, even before it was started in Bengal—but I will cover that
in a separate ' BLOG’.

WHAT EMERGE:

1. ‘Navaratra’ in Shukla Doshomi of Ashwin Month ends with
‘Ravan Badh’ by Lord Rama, in hindi speaking North India.
Devi is worshipped in nine (9) forms.

2. ‘Bijoya Doshomi’ in West Bengal and in adjoining areas end
with the killing of Demon King’ Mahishasur’ by Devi Durga,
who is also worshipped in an elaborated manner for 4 days or
more.

3. ‘Akal Bodhona’ is related to this Puja but not mentioned in
‘Valmiki Ramayana’. The day Rama killed Ravana is different
there.

4. Kirittibasi Ramayana corelated this based on some puranas.

5. One of ‘Baro Bhuiyans’ Zamindar Kangsa Narayan of Taherpur
started this puja in Bengal in 1480.

6. Baro Yar of Guptipara made it a Public Religious Festival in
Bengal, and present CM made it a Carnival in West Bengal.

7. UNESCO added the ‘Kolkata Durga Puja’ to the list of
‘Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity’.

8. Oldest Durga Puja may have a MITHILA connection.

9. Ithink—'BharatMata’,who is typically shown dressed in a saffron
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or orange sari, holding a saffron flag (sometimes National Flag)
and standing beside a lion, may be modelled on Devi Durga. A
famous 1904 painting by Abanindranath Tagore depicts ‘Bharat
Mata’ as a four-armed goddess, offering symbolic gifts to her
children.

References: All Are Mentioned In The Text.

Images: Personal Image Library & Internet.
** Further details about Kangsa Narayan Roy and the Taherpur zamindari is covered

in my ‘BLOG’ on ‘BARO BHUIYAN’.

Disclaimer: I don't intend to offend any person with specific religious concept of Devi

Durga. I only explained my understanding with various references, which I read.
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Our BE College Sports Days, 1959-63
©Contributors: (All from the 1963 batch)

I am Jayanta Majumdar, 1959-63 B.E. College, Metallurgy.

When you ask me to name a few star players of our days or few
incidents, indeed a difficult task. Remembering all those now after so
many years is not that easy, one of the toughest task for me. Even
my HOD, respected Prof. Arun Seal never gave me such a difficult
assignment. But Sahityika editors Asim who asked me if I can. That “if
I can”was an indirect task. Knowing Asim for the last few decades, he
won't let me go. And so, I had to agree.

First, let me remember a few names:

'The first name that I remember, my hero, my sports idol, that was
Subrata Mukherjee, 1954-58 batch of Electrical Engineering. He
captained our college team in all the 3 major team games- Football,
Hockey, and Cricket.

I could not meet him at college, as he passed out before my
admission at B.E. College. However, we both were from the same
childhood township of Ranchi, known as Bhanu-da. So, I have some
FiQCS! brotherhood connection with Bhanu-da. During his working
career he shifted to UK, and also played English local league cricket
for many years. He was a swing bowler. Later he became President of
the sports club in his English Town. There he was known as Sandy
Mukherjee, most probably because of his skin colour.

Then I would recall another senior Dada, J.S. Postwala, the
handsome smiling Parsee boy. Probably from 1956-59 batch. He was
seen to play all the games, but he specially excelled in Hockey. He
was our ever-dependable goalkeeper. We lovingly used to call him 4
(IS ©8 Tl (D) |
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Nirmal Chandra Banerjee quotes:

My schooling began at Naihati Pathshala where I studied till class IV,
and then went to Noihati Mahendra Uccho Bidyaloy, where I started
playing football. We had less opportunity to play at school, compared
to my local club. Then I took admission in BE College in 1958, and it
was my Oval ground where I could spread my wings. I became football
captain in my 3rd year, and that was the eventful day in 1961 when we
brought the Ashutosh Mukherjee Shield at our campus.

We won the Ashutosh Mukherjee Memorial Shield, 1961-62
beating Bangabasi College in the final. Being the captain of our college
football team, it was an unforgettable moment for me. I also received
the Player of the Tournament award, Ashim Som Trophy. Today, now
at the age of 85, I do vividly remember all my sporting days. Our
tournament structure was divided into two groups of about 10 colleges
in each group, and then the group winners clashed in the final.

We had friendly match against Mohan Bagan at Oval, when the
legendary Saien Manna was playing against us. We lost the match,
probably by a solitary goal. Though it was friendly match, to me
personally an incident was no so well taken. Sailen Manna made a
dangerous foul, kicking on my right thigh and I had to leave the ground.
'The wound was so much that even after 60 years, I am carrying that
mark of boot-studs on my body. However, recognizing my excellent
skill on the ground, for whatever time I was playing on the ground,
Sailen Manna took me on his arms. The incident had a short coverage
in the next day’s newspaper.

But the surprise was still waiting for me. The very next day, recruiter
from two Calcutta senior division clubs Aryans and Howrah Union
came to my hostel, with a proposal that I should join their club and
play in Calcutta soccer. Though the opportunity came from the blue
and knocked my door, I could not grab, for the obvious socio-economic
reason that I should be an Engineer, not a Sportsperson. Later days,
I continued my love of football with my Noihati Sporting Club, even
after my completion of studies.
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I would bring the end of my words, recalling the two names of
Prof. Bhupal Dutta and Prof. Anil Kumar Chowdhury (more popular
with the ornamental name of Anarkoli). If we have done well, it is also
because of their patronage.

Sitting, from left: Ranjan Ghosh (General Secretary, popular with the name Micky),
Nirmal Banerjee (Captain, football), A.K. Mukherjee (Physical Instructor), Prof.
A K. Chowdhury (Prof-in-Charge of football), Principal A.C. Roy, Shri A.W.
Mahmood (our Proctor, and President, Athletic Club), Prof. Bhupal Dutta (Prof-
in-Charge of Tennis), Sri S.N. Guha (Physical Instructor), Sri K.G. Bhattacharya
(Physical Instructor).
Standing, from left: Pijush Gupta, Amit Ghosh, Samir Rudra, Kamalendu Ganguly,
Samar Pal, Chandan Ghosh, Partha Ganguly, Bhola. Nandy.
'The missing one is Bidyut Chatterjee, a half back, either 1961 or 1962 batch.
One of our regular players Amitabha Sen (Bhola) is missing in the photo. He was
not fielded, though he was in the team.
Our team was:

Partha Ganguly, 1963 Civil, under the crossbar.

The defence citadel had Samir Rudra (1966), Ranjan Ghosh
(Micky), and Chandan Ghosh.
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The mid-field was well orchestrated by Bidyut Chatterjee,
Samar Pal (1963) who was also the topper in our Mechanical and
stood 3rd in I. Sc in the University before joining our B.E. College.
And the strong attacking squad had Kamalendu Ganguli (1963) in
the right wing, myself Nirmal Banerjee (1963) in right inside forward,
Amit Ghosh (1964) the centre forward, Pijush Gupta as left inside
torward, and left wing Bhola Nandy.

Our Partha Ganguly, the goalkeeper says:

I had a wonderful chat full of reminiscence with Nirmalda. He was
delighted to get together albeit on the phone. We talked about our two
wins in the Inter College tournaments. He told me about an incident
in the friendly game against Mohan Bagan where the great Mannada
was playing in midfield - and in return I told him about an incident in
the Semi Final match in 1961 when we were down 3-0 in the first half
and then went on to score 4 consecutive goals in the second half - to get
thru to the finals. I will narrate both these incidents on a later date. Just
wanted to specially thank Debabrata and Jayanta for re- establishing
this contact. Much obliged. Just a brief comment - my humble opinion
for what it is worth: I firmly believe that the two footballers from our
team who were outstanding speedy dribblers with full control were
Nirmal Bannerji and Amitava (Bhola) Sen. Time and again these two
teammates of mine have out played many defenders that we have faced
- and remember this: lot of the teams we beat had first division players
playing for them. Cudos where it is due even after 60 years!

In one of the tournaments, we won against The Calcutta Technical
School, SN Banerjee Road in the final at the Maidan. We had a serious
feast fight between students of the 2 institutions after the match. They
had a East Bengal regular as their captain, and so thought they would
not lose.

Bhola (Amitava Sen) writes to Arun Hazra (63, Civil):
How nice to hear from you after so many years. Yes, what a lovely time
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we all had. We miss those days very badly. Of course, we were eating
at Aminia when the words started coming that the Polytechnic boys
were waiting for us outside Aminia. We hurriedly finished eating and
headed outside behind Micky-da and Biswapati-da (most probably,
Biswapati Bhattacharya). Micky-da started a dialogue with them but
Biswapati-da who was a strongman (he used to do head stands on
the railing of our hostel veranda) as well as a head-strong muscled
man started the fight by hitting one of the Polytechnic boys (perhaps
their leader). No sooner had he hit the boy, chaos started all over the
street. The shopkeepers on both sides of the very busy street (forgetting
the name) started pulling the shutters down and to close their shops.
What a scary but interesting scene it was. I had never witnessed such
a scene either before or after that incident. I heard Micky-da shouting
“Pala, Pala”. As soon as I heard that, I started running and got into
a bus going to Gol Park. I felt bad that I did not know nor had the
courage to find out who else were where. Late in the evening, | called
Micky-da and came to know that everybody was safe.

What an experience!!! Thanks for reminding me of this memorable
experience. Such things do not happen anymore. What a pity!!!

Salil Bhattacharya (‘63 Electrical) writes:
Dear Bhola, I also did not know of you becoming University Blue. I
suppose it was in Hockey.

Recapitulating about old days. Were you present during the fight
between BEC and Jadavpur Polytechnic in front of Aminia Restaurant?
It happened after we lost to JP. As a supporter I was there. Biswapati
(surname not known),a Senior BEC supporter and Mickey, our captain
were heroes of the evening assisted by supporters like me. Fortunately,
we all had left the spot before the police arrived. Good old days!!

Ashok Basak of Tele-comm stream. He was our university’s hurdle
champion. Also, an excellent Basketball and volleyball player. After
graduation, he became a Sadhu (Ashokananda Swamy) and set up his
own ashram near Kharagpur.
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We had the B.E. College tennis team of Inderjit Singh (62
Electrical), Sourin Majumdar (63 Civil) and Bhaskar Sarkar (63,
Civil). While Sourin represented the Calcutta University Tennis Team,
'The Inderjit-Bhaskar pair represented and made Calcutta University
all India University tennis champion, (however today, I am not sure it
was 1961 or 1962). All the 3 players were invited to play in the Asian
Lawn Tennis Championship that was usually held at the Calcutta
South Club. Sourin and Bhaskar are our batchmates. Sourin (Civil)
now settled in Chicago, came to India before Covid era and a few of
us had a family dinner at his Kolkata apartment. Retired Col. Bhaskar
Sarkar (63, Civil) is settled at Alwar Rajasthan.

We are the witness of many interesting exhibition matches in the
campus used to be between the 2 Indian Davis Cup players - Premjit Lal
and Jaideep Mukherjee. It also resulted in a courtship between Premjit
and our Principal’s daughter then. They got married later on, and the
couple also won the “All India Wills Made for Each Other” title.

We wish to mention another name, a hero from our swimming
pool. He was Sukdeb Mukherjee (1964 Architecture), the Calcutta
University Blue in swimming, and Captain of the All India University
Team when combined Afganistan University Waterpolo team came
to India for friendly matches. Another interesting fact, during the
educational tour of Architecture department in South India he took a
challenge and swim crossed the flowing Tungabhadra river.

Very few teachers were ACTIVE participants with students in
games. The games watcher’s actual name we did not know. He was
known as gechhi gechhi. Once he was demonstrating Javeline throw,
and his right shoulder got locked. He threw away the jawline on the
ground, sat down and started crying: gechhi-re gechhi, gechhi-re
gechhi and thus earned hid nick name.

Contributors of the article:
Jayanta Majumdar, Metallurgy Partha Ganguly, Civil
Nirmal Chandra Banerjee, Metallurgy ~ Amitava Sen (Bhola)
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23 77 7 1 don’t believe it. I have seen engineers in military
services, and they are smart, they are bold. I am surprised that
you are our future engineer but feel shy to talk!! What nonsense?
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Young boy. Good to know that you want to join army services,
but during my days in military, I have never seen any army
engineer following a school going girl on the roads. You are the
first such example for me.

GRS T2 e TS (T 0T oI FLA (2 |

So, Anjan, you have to stop chasing my girl on the street. I
have seen young boys, some of them were engineers, visiting our
home. I don’t mind if you visit my home. Rather, I am inviting
you for dinner at my place, so you may come on this Sunday.

ffeg, IR a9 Jif @& S e oiis |

So, you may leave now, and Anjan, you may join our dinner
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on this Sunday. And, mind it, no more chasing a school going girl
on the street.
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So, Anjan, you met Major General yesterday at his club, right?

g AR Pl Fiedl, A e, @ w2, e e e s
forcafes 17

My God, it’s too interesting. Someone is giving your proxy? So,
then call your Mihir.

ez «ee fafsre 93 wiece 512, “What makes you to act as
Anjan? And so far I know that you are a backbencher in the class,
not the third boy in exams. Nor you are a boxing champion.”
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ez sy It Becafece s IR W, “Sir, he is an army man,
and it would have been cowardice not to go and meet him.
We had to prove that engineers have courage in tackling any
challenging situation, even with army officers.”

AT T I ST IR A0S BT, “Do you know how
old is Sabitri?”
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AT TV 4N W=, “Don’t keep mum, answer to my question.”
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No, not at all. Her age, I mean Sabitri’s age is now thirty-five,
that’s almost double of your age.

@A @ I e @RI IHFE ) ARG e q=q e F0 e
FHCE IR? @A COF 2ATTC! e 6T 27

Listen boys. You chased a minor girl in broad daylight on
the main road, I mean a JRIEH (1 It’s a crime and Major
General has the option to report it to the police. Second, might
be unknowingly but you have sent a love letter to a married
women who happens to be Major General’s daughter in law, I
mean ?@9Y, her name is Sabitri, and she is the mother of that
minor girl. So, here also you can be under a police case. Now, if
Major General goes to the police, you can be sure of jail, and also
a non collegiate from here.

AT G (FAR T |

feiferefer e 71 wore e® 2@ I, “Hang on, hang on,
I don’t like any engineer crying in front of me. The old doctor
telephoned me so that I take action against you four boys. I
assured him that I would take care of my boys, but he should also
take care that with a young and pretty granddaughter at home,
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the boys will naturally hang around his home and that’s his own
problem.”
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AT FACEE? T WRF I, “What you four are doing on
Sundays is not my business; but the girl you are chasing on roads
is a minor, and your Sabitri is Doctor’s daughter in law, I am told.
So, you Anjan, better step out of your limit else it would be two
different police cases and then the College will also kick you out.”
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T AHIF @I K A, “ have something more to say. In
my teaching life, 1 have seen many students with soft criminal
attitudes. But I have also seen that all of them did well in their
future life. So, if I get a chance to meet all of you after twenty
or thirty years, I wish I should find all of you shining amongst
others, because you all have the attitude and potential.”
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People
©Shruti Goswami, 2004 Architecture and Planning

He lied.

Day after day

Year after year.

To save me from disappointment.

I am not sure, but I do think,

I would rather be disappointed with honesty than be hurt with lies.
Nobody deserves it.

People change. Nature also, changes.
People don’t go back to being

What they were.

Nature comes back.

Every season, every summer and winter.

It’s different, every minute, second, month and year,
Yet, it feels oddly familiar, comforting.,
Like a warm hug.

'The rains touch me in the same way

It has done, for centuries before I was born
And will continue, long after I am no more.

Life, is never familiar
Death, is never a pain

It’s sure, certain, more than life itself.

Lies and hurt are like people.
'They never come back the same way again.
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A Soldier’s Kiss — (F@ 7% *Iif® 513)
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TCa SARTT (BRI 1 (TS A PILTE SAIRRS! [0l 2ACS! AHE
340 A1 Jead AW Alfred Lord Tennyson UF a6 Fe™ (Home
They Brought Her Warrior Dead) 9 SI<El S {qIW W 2ITY (oI |

She nor swooned, nor uttered cry:
All her maidens, watching, said,
‘She must weep or she will die.”
Then they praised him, soft and low,
Called him worthy to be loved,
Truest friend and noblest foe;

Yet she neither spoke nor moved.
Stole a maiden from her place,
Lightly to the warrior stepped,
Took the face-cloth from the face;
Yet she neither moved nor wept.
Rose a nurse of ninety years,

Set his child upon her knee—

Like summer tempest came her tears—
‘Sweet my child, I live for thee.’
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Fear
By Khalil Gibran

It is said that before entering the sea
A river trembles with fear.

She looks back at the path she has travelled,
From the peaks of the mountains,
the long winding road crossing forests and villages.

And in front of her,

She sees an ocean so vast,

'That to enter

There seems nothing more than to disappear forever.

But there is no other way.
The river can not go back.
Nobody can go back.

To go back is impossible in existence.
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'The river needs to take the risk

Of entering the ocean

Because only then will fear disappear,
Because that’s where the river will know
It’s not about disappearing into the ocean,
But of becoming the ocean.
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Charlotte Dod —The Superstar of Women’s Sports
©XKuntala Bhattacharya, 1999 Electronics &

Tele Communication Engineering

An incredible skater, a superstar in the world of women’s sports, five
times winner of Wimbledon singles championship; yes, it’s none other
than Charlotte Dod. An iconic character, often known as “Lottie,” had
defied all odds to dominate the so-called “not a lady-like game” and
emerge victorious elegantly.
As a rule, ladies are too lazy at tennis. They should learn to
run and run their hardest, too, not merely stride. They would find,

if they tried, that many a ball, seemingly out of reach, could be

returned with ease; but instead of running hard they go a few steps

and exclaim, Oh, I can’t and stop.” — That were the words from

Charlotte, and she hit no excuses to stride ahead in achieving her

feats in the world of tennis.

Born on 24th September 1871 at Bebington in Cheshire (North
England) to Joseph and Margaret Dod, she was the youngest of the
four children. Her siblings excelled in sports and she herself was an
excellent tennis player, ice skater, golfer, and a billiards player. Being a
privileged member of an affluent family, she could pursue tennis from
a tender age of nine in the tennis courts built near the family estate.
Several Wimbledon champions frequented the parties organized
by Dod family, an opportunity for Charlotte to mingle with tennis
stalwarts and instill a fascination for the game.

Her international tennis career began 1883 when she participated
in the Northern Championships in Manchester at the age of eleven.
From then on, she continued participating in tournaments. Her brilliant
performances, both for the doubles and singles events earned her the
nickname of “Little Wonder”. With significant number of wins, and

133



her ingenious master strokes gaining accolades, Charlotte played her
first Wimbledon championship in 1887. After a bye in the first round,
she sailed smoothly throughout the entire championship to defeat
Blanche Bingley, the defending champion. She was only 15 and half
years old then, but she was indomitable. Charlotte went on dominating
the tournament for seven years, winning the doubles championship at
Wimbledon from 1886 to 1888 and the mixed doubles in 1889 and
1892.

Women playing tennis during her times had to undergo so many
challenges in adhering to the rigid customary attire. The corsets,
long sleeves, and long skirts were handicap in their movements, but
Charlotte was granted freedom, approval to wear her striking uniform
which resembled a school dress. Her unconfined uniform was truly
one of the trump cards against her opponents. Her movements around
the tennis court were rapid, and reciprocations were swifter compared
to others. Many tend to argue whether the cue to her victory was her
unfettered outfit. But the arguments were fruitless when matched with
her aggressive playing style. Being 56 tall, she super specialized in
‘smash’hits. In fact, she was the first women to play such hard forehand
strokes, hence an unbeatable opponent to play with. Her ground strokes
were praised by many, in comparison to her contemporaries.

“Dod always spoke up in favor of the right of women to dress in a
manner that did not impede their tennis.” Tennis historian Elizabeth
Wilson had said this in her interview with The Canberra Times

Charlotte Dod retired from active tennis tournaments at the age
of 21. She then focused on other sports in which she excelled too.
Her zeal was to inculcate the love for sports within the women folks.
She started playing field hockey in 1897 and continued till 1900; but
sciatica attacks restricted her mobility and participation in the game.
Charlotte also played golf, and played many championships, and won
the British national golf championship in 1904.

In 1905, Charlotte shifted to Newbury at Berkshire along with her
brothers. It was at this place, Dod manifested her love for archery. She
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participated in the British Olympics and the Grand National, winning
the silver medal in archery in 1908.

Dod was also an outstanding figure skater. In 1895, she cleared
the Ladies Skating test at St. Moritz, a winter sports resort quite
prominent among English travelers. The event at St. Moritz was the
most esteemed championship for women with Dod being the second
women to clear it with honor. She was invited as a judge in many
international figure skating competitions. Besides skating, she also
went for toboggan rides and curling, two other winter sports, with
her brother Tony. The duo ascended many mountains in England and
Norway.

‘Though Charlotte concluded her careerinactive sports approximately
after 1911, yet her zeal to remain active was unstoppable. During the
first World War, she was the member of the British Red Cross and was
involved in serving the nation. She was awarded a Service medal for
her dedicated service as a nurse.

Such was her passion and deep affection for sports especially tennis,
that she never missed attending any of the Wimbledon championships.
Her name has been recorded in the Guinness Book of Records along
with fellow golf player and athlete Babe Zaharias, recognizing her as
the most versatile female athlete of her times.

She moved to London and Devon along with her brother Willy and
continued to reside there until her brother died in 1954. She continued
serving as a nurse throughout her life. During her death at the age of
88, she was at the Birchy Hill Nursing home in Hampshire listening
to the radio broadcasts of Wimbledon. A legend she was who upheld
her craze for tennis till the end of her life, not to part even during her
final journey to heaven. A messiah for the women sport’s fraternity,
Charlotte Don will always be remembered and revered by all in high
regard.

In 1983, Dod’s name was added to the International Tennis Hall
of Fame to honor her stupendous contribution to the sport of tennis.
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Helen, the Queen of Nautch Girls
©Pradip Bhaumik, 1974 Mechanical Engineering

Congratulations on a 5th century score! Hazel-Eyed-Chic-Sleek-
gorgeously glamorous twinkle-toed charmer of the silver screen

incidentally has finished the 500” film of her career in Dil Daulat
Duniya. Perhaps it is a record all over the world for any film artist.

This is the caption that precipitates Helen, dancer superstar of
Indian cinema, bursting onto the screen in a cacophony of jangles and
spangles. Helen, Queen of the Nautch Girls, a half-hour documentary,
sketches a portrait of the public and private personae of the all-singing,
all-dancing deity of the most prolific film industry in the world.

I read a fascinating fairy tale in my childhood — Helen of Troy,
the most beautiful woman in Greek Mythology. Queen Helen was
abducted, resulting a historic war between the Greeks & Trojan armies,
aiming to rescue their Greek queen, captivated by the Trojan king. It
was a mesmerizing story to read which had loose resemblance with our
Indian epic, Ramayana.

In the Indian silver screen, there is another Helen who is notable,
though for a different reason, but for her to struggle to excel. Finally, she
proved herself to be a legend in a men’s dominated industry. It was her
own but epic battle remain in industry actively for almost seven decades.
There is the caption that precipitates Helen, dancer superstar of Indian
cinema, bursting onto the screen in a cacophony of jangles and spangles.

In my pre-adolescent age, I could watch a Hindi movie ‘Howrah
Bridge’ with my uncle. I could remember the dancing queen Helen for
the first time though I could not understand the story of the movie at
that tender age. My uncle sowed the seed of interest of movie in me.
So, I continued. In the middle of 60, I remember, watched a hindi
movie ‘Teesri Manzil’ bunking off my school. It was a mesmerizing
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experience to see Helen dancing with the song — ‘O Haseena Zulfon
Wali...’, pairing with Shammi Kapoor. By then Helen’s name became
synonymous with cabaret dances of Hindi movies. I could get another
chance to watch an old black & white movie ‘Howrah Bridge’. And this
time, saw Helen’s dance to Geeta Dutt’s song ‘Mera naam Chin Chin
Chu’. Slowly, in the ’60s & *70s decades, our Hindi movie adopted the
added attraction where Helen in a key role of dancing, and in acting too.

With my growing age and a bit of maturity, I could slowly realise
the struggles of movie actors to remain in the industry, like all other
professions. Guru Dutt’s hindi movie ‘Kaagaz Ke Phool’ describes how
dark is the film life, day-to-day challenges to remain floating in the
industry. A series of flops can ruin the career of even an established
film star. But still, Helen’s film career spanned incredibly almost for
seven decades.

Coming to the point of Bollywood nautch queen, Helen Ann
Richardson Khan (née Richardson, known mononymously as Helen);
was born on 21 November 1938), in Rangoon, Burma. Her father was
an Anglo-Indian, named George Desimier who died during the 2™
World War. When the Japanese captured Burma, Helen was only 5
years old. They had to flee to India after the Japanese invaded Burma.
Her Burmese mother, Marlene and brother and sister left Burma for an
uncertain future, trekked to Dibrugarh, Assam along with many other
Indian families, with no money, no belonging. During the difficult long
journey through forest & hill, her mother miscarried along the way.
Occasionally they received help from the British army in transportation,
found refuge & treated blistering feet. Finally, they reached Dibrugarh,
like a skeleton due to under nourishment and hardship for such a long
strenuous journey. Many children, women & men in this group died on
the way due to starvation, diseases, and wound injuries, and the number
of fellow group members was reduced to half. They were admitted to
hospital and stayed two months to recover their health.

From Dibrugarh they reached Kolkata. Her mother earned a living
by working as a nurse. With her meagre salary it was difficult to run a

145



family of four. Helen quitted school and joined as a dancer in group
dance in the movie. She had no formal training in dancing. However, a
family friend, Cuckoo Moray who was an established dancer and actor
in the film industry, found her job as group dancer. In her teenhood she
used to work staggering two shifts in a day, year after year to make a
living for her family (mother, sister and brother). She left school midway
to earn a living. Helen doesn’t dwell on her childhood but gives you the
impression what a difficult time it was for the family and was probably
the defining experience that made her such a tireless, hard-working
performer (she often worked in two long daily shifts when making
pictures with only a brief break for lunch between morning and evening).

At the age of 12 she used to be part of a group dancing in a movie.
In 1951 she got a good break as one of the group dancers in the film
Awara. In 1958 at the age of 19, she got another break in Shakti
Samanta’s movie ‘Howrah Bridge’. The dance with Geeta Dutt’s song
‘Mera naam Chin Chin Chu...” became iconic popular. The movie
was a smashing hit. After that she was famously called Chin Chin girl
and never looked back.

Over the next few years in ‘Gumnaam’ she was nominated as best
supporting actress for the filmfare award where she danced fascinatedly
with Asha Bhosle’s song ‘Is duniya me jeena hai to...”. With Shammi
Kapoor she had performed many hit dances like ‘Suku Suku...” in
Janglee’, “Yammi Yammi’ in ‘China Towry, ‘O Haseena Zulfonwali’ in
“Teesri Manzil’, Mugabla Humse Na Karo in ‘Prince’, etc. Probably
her western look did not match the look of Bollywood’s traditional
Indian look to be a heroine in a movie. She rarely got roles as the lead
heroine in movies. So, Helen opted dancing which proved to be her
fortune throughout’60s,’70s to ’80s. However, given opportunities, she
could prove her acting skill in supporting roles in a good number of
films and her acting was appreciated by the audience. And by this time
new generation dancing girls moved in like Aruna Irani, Bindu, Padma
Khanna, etc. but Helen proved herself to be undisputed queen of dance
for a stretch of few decades.
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In many films she performed dances, and also sensitive supporting
roles, but according to the cinema plot she had to be ultimately killed to
make way for a good natured conventional looking heroine at the hand
of a handsome hero. She acted as heroine in a hindi movie ‘Cha Cha
Cha’ (1964) but that was not a commercial success. She acted in South
Indian, Punjabi and Marathi movies also. In 1983 she formally retired
from the roles of dancing girls from movies. Later, she continued to
act in character roles in ‘Khamoshi, the Musical’ (1996), ‘Mohabbatein’
(2000), ‘Hum Dil Deke Chuke Sanam’ (1999), ‘Humko Deewana Kar
Gaye’ (2006). She acted as the mother of hero, Salman Khan in Hindi
film ‘Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam’ (In real life she is the stepmother of
Salman Khan).

In Bombay Talkie (1970), it is more of a tribute to her by the
Merchant Ivory filmmaking team as an iconic and enduring presence
in Bollywood films. Helen, accompanied by numerous chorus girls,
performs a dance on the keyboards of a giant typewriter while flirting
and singing a duet with her co-star, Shashi Kapoor. While that musical
number, which is being shot for the film-within-a film storyline
of Bombay Talkie, marks her only appearance in the movie,

She was nominated for best supporting actress in films: Gumnaam
(1966), Shikaar (1969), Elaan (1972), Lahoo Ke Do Rang (1980),
Khamoshi, The Musical (1997). She received a filmfare award for best
supporting actress role in Lahoo Ke Do Rang movie.

She was also honoured with Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award
(1999), Padma Shri (2009), and Raj Kapoor Award (2022).

Looking back to 70 years of her film career, it epitomises her
struggle, tenacity, resolve, determination, professionalism in a male
dominated industry. It is not an easy task for a woman to remain in the
patriarchal film business for seven decades. She featured in more than
700 films which I am afraid any other actor can match. She was also
known for wearing revealing and sensual costumes in her films as well
as various wigs and coloured contacts. This made her easily standout
and combined with her beauty and talent. It was easy for Helen to steal
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any scene she appears in even though she was never a huge Bollywood
star in the traditional sense.

In 1973, James Ivory and his team made a 31-minute documentary
film Helen, the Queen of Nautch girls as a homage to the Indian
movie dancer who may possibly hold the title of the most famous and
beloved of all Bollywood film legends. It is more of a tribute to her
by the Merchant Ivory filmmaking team as an iconic and enduring
presence in Bollywood films. During this time Hazel-Eyed-Chic-
Sleek-gorgeously glamorous twinkle-toed charmer of the silver screen
incidentally had the 500* film of her career in Dil Daulat Duniya.
Perhaps it is a record all over the world for any film artist. This half an
hour documentary sketches a portrait of the public & private personae
of all-singing, all dancing deities of the most prolific film industry of
the world. The strict ethical code in Indian culture with kissing scenes
& even affectionate touching expressly forbidden by the censors, her
dance assumes a surrogate sensuality that the characters themselves
cannot consummate. In spite of conservative Indian social sentiments,
Helen’s projected vulgarity, there is an overriding awe of her grace and
sensuality that deems her worthy of Merchant Ivory’s timeless tribute.

In 1999, Canadian filmmaker Eisha Marjara made an experimental
film entitled Desperately Seeking Helen that was a highly personal
account of her search in India for the famous superstar among other
things. The film’s first screening was held in India during International
Film Festival Mumbai. It was ranked as the “Theater Critic’s Choice”
in the Chicago Reader, year 1999. It also earned special mention
from Planet Television at the Internationales Dokumentarfilmfestival
Miinchen, 2000, at the 1999 Locarno Film Festival, and also won the
prestigious SRG SSR Award and the Silver Pardino — Leopards of
Tomorrow award.

Coming to her personal life, she is now about 86 years old, happy
in life with extended family of step sons, husband Salim Khan, and his
first wife Salma.
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Wiaiting clouds, silent leaves,
reminiscent soil, or, book for writing rain?
Book for writing rain!
My whole being has been drained.
With a half faint smile that girl said, “NO.”
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When the plants and shrubs. bend down after rains.
trees are greener on all sides, the robin sheds dirt
from its wings,

when riparian feelings pervade in every mind,

you must come then like a real woman

in ochre silk rinsing hair with joss stick flavour
smearing your arms with fragrance of unknown flower
and say, “Take me now, hold me please,

I am yours, truly yours”.
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